undoubted rights. Our claim to equal security is so clear
that it cannot be contested."
The speech clearly showed at the time, to those who had
remembered the October meeting, that if the " old gentle-
man " would have no open dealings with Hitler, he at least
leaned towards his philosophy, for on no other occasion had
he ventured to speak so openly of Germany's right to re-arm.
Throughout the tenure of his office he had kept strenuously
to a policy of non-aggravation of the foreigner, for he doubt-
less bore in mind his own part in European affairs between
1914 and 1918 and realized that jingoism too publicly
uttered would have brought the nations on Germany's heels
like a pack of wolves from his beloved East Prussia.
When Hindenburg made this speech he had only three
more months to run in office. He wished to retire. He wanted
to spend the remaining few days of his life away from this
madness of Berlin, with its multiplicity of Parties and
intrigue. Briining approached Goring to persuade Hitler
and Hugenberg to agree to a continuance of the Field-
Marshal in the office of President of the Reich, without
the inconvenience of new elections. After consultation
with his Party chief, Goring went back to the Chancellery
and indicated that no such arrangement would be accept-
able. Hitler followed it up by an official refusal to endorse
the Cabinet proposal. " Article I of the Weirnar Constitu-
tion states that Germany is a Republic deriving all power
from the people. Article 41 lays down that the President
shall be chosen by the entire people. The Weimar Constitu-
tion is the legal basis of the German Republic," he con-
cluded. Thus Hitler appeared to become the champion of
the people's rights, and by this outward show of legality many
millions of people turned towards him and his movement,
the result of which was to show in forthcoming elections,
Hindenburg persisted in his attitude and prepared to
retire. His friends pressed him to stand for re-election,
with the result that he decided to offer himself again to the
electorate. In a long speech to the people, in which he
explained that his reason for standing again was not a
political one, but rather out of a sense of duty to the father-
land, he concluded: " In my view there is only one genuine
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